
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Service of Holy Communion  

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
As restrictions change, we want to ensure that we have the safest 
possible experience of being with each other for our worship. These 
changes will be under constant review. We ask that you care for 
yourself and others by: 

- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Be mindful of those who wish to maintain distance from others 
- Using hand sanitiser provided 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards 
- Continue giving your name for contact tracing 

 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then the minister prays:  
 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, 
give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 
but always to bring our prayers before you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
 

5 The king gave orders to Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, ‘Deal gently for my 
sake with the young man Absalom.’ And all the people heard when the king gave 
orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom. 

6 So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in 
the forest of Ephraim. 7 The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants 
of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand 
men. 8 The battle spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed 
more victims that day than the sword. 

9 Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his 
mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His head 
caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging[c] between heaven and earth, 
while the mule that was under him went on. 

15 And ten young men, Joab’s armour-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck 
him, and killed him. 
 

31 Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, ‘Good tidings for my lord the 
king! For the LORD has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power 
of all who rose up against you.’ 32 The king said to the Cushite, ‘Is it well with 
the young man Absalom?’ The Cushite answered, ‘May the enemies of my lord 
the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young man.’ 

33 [g] The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, 
and wept; and as he went, he said, ‘O my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom! Would that I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!’ 

This is the word of the Lord  

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
25 So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our 
neighbours, for we are members of one another. 26 Be angry but do not sin; do 
not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not make room for the 
devil. 28 Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labour and work honestly 
with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 29 Let 
no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building 
up,[b] as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who 
hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked 
with a seal for the day of redemption. 31 Put away from you all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32 and be 
kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
has forgiven you.[c] 
 
5 1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2 and live in love, as 
Christ loved us[a] and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn – There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

 
1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 

like the wideness of the sea; 
there’s a kindness in his justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
There’s no place where earth’s sorrows 
are more felt than up in heav’n; 
there is no place where earth’s failings 
have such kindly judgement giv’n. 
 

2. There is plentiful redemption 
in the blood that has been shed, 
there is joy for all the members  
in the sorrows of the Head. 
But we make his love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
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and we magnify his strictness 
with a zeal he will not own. 
 

3. For the love of God is broader 
than the scope of human mind, 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more simple, 
we should take him at his word; 
and our hearts would find assurance  
in the promise of the Lord. 
 

Frederick William Faber (1814-1863) 
 
  

 

Gospel Reading – John 6:35, 41-51 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 
41 Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘I am the bread 
that came down from heaven.’ 42 They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, “I have come 
down from heaven”?’ 43 Jesus answered them, ‘Do not complain among 
yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent 
me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45 It is written in the 
prophets, “And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father comes to me. 46 Not that anyone has seen the Father 
except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly, I tell 
you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread 
that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the 
living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live 
for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’ 
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At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 

The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
 
 

The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

cf Ephesians 2.15,16 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Be still, for the presence of the Lord 
 

1 Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One, is here. 
Come, bow before him now, 
with reverence and fear. 
In him no sin is found, 
we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One, is here. 
 



	   11	  

2 Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, 
with splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, 
our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around. 
 

3 Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place; 
he comes to cleanse and heal, 
to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, 
in faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place. 
 
David J. Evans © 1986 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 

 
 
There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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God of the living and the dead, 
it is our joy to give you thanks and praise 
because though we are your rebellious creation, 
you love us and go to every length to bring us home to you. 
 
As your servant David’s son Absalom 
was left hanging between heaven and earth, 
your Son Jesus hung on the cross for our salvation. 
As the young men struck David’s son and killed him, 
so Jesus, the Son of David, had a spear thrust into his side. 
As David cried ‘Would that I had died instead of you!’ 
we recall that in Christ you did die instead of us, 
your wayward children. 
And so with humble, thankful hearts we join the angels and archangels 

to sing the hymn of your endless glory:  
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
True and living God, in Christ you send us 
the bread that comes down from heaven, 
and you promise that whoever eats of this bread will live forever. 
Sanctify your people, 
that they may be marked with a seal for the day of redemption 
and be raised up on the last day. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit on this bread and this cup 
that this bread and this wine may be for us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,  
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying,  
‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me,’  
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Faithful God, you call us to imitate you in truth-telling, honesty, 
grace, kindness, forgiveness and tender love. 
Show your people when to be angry 
And how not to let the sun do down on their anger. 
Come among any who are entangled in bitterness and wrath 
and wrangling and malice and slander. 
 
Bring healing to all who are estranged from a family member 
or one to whom they were once bound in love. 
Build up those who are cast down by harshness or cruelty or 

violence. 
Usher every willing heart into the banquet of your kingdom, 
that all creation may share the wonder of your mercy, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
All: Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 

 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
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to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
We share any notices. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer from Joining the Angels’ Song © Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher, 
Canterbury Press 2016. 
 
 
 


